
What is a JSNA?



Joint Strategic Needs Assessment

• Statutory requirement of Health & Wellbeing board
• In Bolton - Active Connected Prosperous Board

• Assessment of the current and future health and social care needs of 
the local community. 

• Needs that could be met by Bolton Council, Bolton CCG → Bolton 
Integrated Care Board (ICB), or NHS England. 

• Should also consider wider factors that impact on communities’ health 
and wellbeing, views of the community, and local assets that can help to 

• No template or set format that must be used and no mandatory data 
sets



Bolton’s approach to JSNA

• Website – the front door 

• Not a data dump – choice picks 
• Narrative it’s easy to pick up & use about why the issue is important

• Easy access to key figures – to make sure it’s up to date may need to navigate 
away using links 

• Links to key sources of more in depth information

• Although there are no set datasets there are topics that are typically on 
a JSNA, & which people often use

• Our core content, which will be regularly updated

• We also use the JSNA framework for doing multi-agency ‘deep dives’ for 
specific purposes

• JSNA website is a place to share these & other resources 



Key points

• Open
• No login to access, can find information from a web search

• Collaborative
• everyone can see the same thing, can share outputs that would be useful for 

others & learn from each other

• Intended to be used
• Don’t want it to be about reports sitting on a digital shelf, about informing action, 

wide range of people using it & contributing to it we can make it better. By being 
evidence informed we can make better decisions, designed to help you do this. 

• Evolving
• Not going to be ‘finished’



A whistlestop tour



Covid-19 resources

• Introduced many people to the JSNA website over the last few 
years

• Now the pandemic’s in a less acute phase will keep publishing 
information here about the longer term impacts

• Latest Public health annual report – which looks into the impact of 
Covid-19 on the health & wellbeing of Bolton residents



Public Health annual report

• Can access direct from homepage
• Latest on covid-19 impact on health & wellbeing particularly looking at 

inequalities 

• Previous was an overview of the pre-covid health & wellbeing of Bolton 
residents 

• Other previous ones also stored here



Bolton in brief

• Overview of some key figures reflecting the breath of information 
across the whole website

• Links you into the other sections 



Our people 

• Larger section focussed on the population of Bolton & 
characteristics about the people who live here



Our people -> population 

• Tells us about how many people there are now

• And how many people there are predicted to be in the future
• Prediction is a guide, not guaranteed. Some things like new large housing 

developments may change this. 

• At the bottom – link to population estimates for smaller areas within 
Bolton



Our people -> equality 
characteristics

• Overview of all the statutory equality characteristics

• With links to other sections of the website where more information 
is available

• May be useful for completing equality impact assessments



Our people -> deprivation

• Deprivation is basically a basket of things like low income, poor 
health, experience of crime that often occur together and influence 
people’s life experiences

• Bolton as a whole is in the second most deprived 10% of areas in 
England, but there is a wide range within the borough.

• find out more here



Our people -> births, deaths, life 
expectancy

• Life expectancy & cause of death are overall measures of 
population health, you can find out about these here



Our place

• Larger section focussed on the physical and social environment 
that influences people’s health



Our place -> Neighbourhoods

• This section contains information about the smaller areas within 
Bolton 

• Often something people are particularly interested in

• Though a lot of information is only available at borough level 



Our place -> lifestyles and 
behaviours

• Information on behaviours such as smoking, physical activity, 
healthy eating is here

• Because people are influenced by what other people do around 
them  - the social environment 



Our place -> assets

• An asset could be 
• a place or thing (e.g. park, library, voluntary sector group) 

• The networks and connections in a community, including friendships and 
neighbourliness

• The skills & resources of individuals or groups

• Increasing evidence that by focussing on what a community does 
have rather than just on what it doesn’t have, we can have better 
outcomes



Our health 

• Some of the more traditional information you’d think about when 
considering health 

• Mental health and wellbeing 

• Health services

• Ill health



Explore more

• Some other useful information which crosses over the other 
sections

• Useful websites – if you can’t find what you’re looking for in the 
website, these are our go to places to look

• Geographies – sometimes administrative geographies can be 
confusing, this looks into them in more detail & maps where the 
different areas are



Can you contribute to the JSNA?

• Particularly looking for information on:
• people’s views

• Community assets 

• Promote it to your colleagues 
• More people using it, we can make it better 



Finding what you’re looking for

• If you can’t find what you’re looking for there is a search bar on the 
site

• You can also google (other search engines are available)

• We’re getting a ‘contact us’ form added
• No guarantee we’ll be able to add things 

• But we are happy to help with signposting etc where we can

• Particularly like to hear what you’ve used the JSNA to help you do


